13 . ' THE CHOU CIVILISATION
Any comparison between the civilisations of Asia Minor and Eastern Asia is misleading. Different lands bear different fruits. If, however, to make a comparison which will be familiar to us, the Shang civilisation may be said to resemble the Sumerian, then the Chou is like the Babylonian. We have indicated Europe's debt to the latter in the chapter on ttye Tower of Babel. This debt was no less than the very basis of civilisation: the law, the measurement of time, the calendar, weights and measures and many other things. These gave a common start to European and Near Eastern civilisations, but here the influence of Babylon stopped, unless we count the evil legacy of superstition. It was left to the Ionian Greeks to found the moral sciences and Plato (fourth century B.C.) was the first great thinker who is still today one of the fundamental philosophers. Measured on this scale the Chou civilisation cannot fail to impress. Creel likens its rate of development to a train which, after a long journey at moderate speeds, goes faster and faster as it approaches its destination. The progress made by the Chou civilisation in the five hundred years or so from its beginnings until the time of the two philosophers Lao-tsu and Confucius is as great as that attained in the West over a period of two thousand years. The Shang civilisation was scarcely more advanced at the end than the Sumerians had been in 2500 B.C. In the history of the Mediterranean over two thousand years elapsed between the Sumerians and the Greece of Heraclitus and Plato. Lao-tsu and Confucius are more widely read in the West today than Plato. The former is as obscure to us as Heraclitus, but the message of Confucius
N                                    193buried alive with the monarch. The barbarous practice was abandoned under the Chou dynasty, but did not completely disappear.
